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Katherine Parr, who had married the Lord Admiral
Seymour, brother of Somerset, the Protector. The
Admiral was handsome, fascinating and reckless;
he amused himself with the Princess. Bounding
into her room in the early morning, he would fall
upon her, while she was in her bed or just out of it,
with peals of laughter, would seize her in his arms
and tickle her, and slap her buttocks, and crack
a ribald joke. These proceedings continued for
several weeks, when Katherine Parr, getting wind
of them, sent Elizabeth to live elsewhere. A few
months later Katherine died, and the Admiral
proposed marriage to Elizabeth. The ambitious
charmer, aiming at the supreme power, hoped to
strengthen himself against his brother by a union
with the royal blood. His plots were discovered;
he was flung into the Tower, and the Protector
sought to inculpate Elizabeth in the conspiracy.
The agonised girl kept her head. The looks and
the ways of Thomas Seymour had delighted her;
but she firmly denied that she had ever contemplated
marriage without the Protector's -consent. In a
masterly letter, written in an exquisite hand, she
rebutted Somerset's charges. It was rumoured, she
told him, that she was " with child by my Lord
Admiral " ; this was a " shameful schandler " ; and
she begged to be allowed to go to Court, where all
would see that it was so. The Protector found that he
could do nothing with his fifteen-year-old antagonist;
but he ordered the Admiral to be beheaded.